OF  THE 

INDIiM  WHIG  CONVENTION, 

Indianapolis,  Jan.  22,  ISSQ* 


THIS  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  Delegates  chosen  by 
the  Whigs  in  the  several  counties,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  on  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  of  appoint- 
ing Delegates  to  attend  a  National  Convention,  and  of  deliberating  on  other 
measures  connected  with  the  success  of  the  Whig  cause,  the  Delegates 
assembled  at  the  State  House,  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  Hon. 
Thomas  J.  Evans,  Delegate  from  the  county  of  Fountain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  Hon.  THOMAS  H.  BLAKE,  a  delegate  from 
the  county  of  Vigo,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  as  President,  pro.  tem,,  who, 
on  being  conducted  to  the  Chair,  pronounced  the  following  address: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention.' 

Having  been  called  temporarily  to  the  Chair  until  proper  arrarhgementfil 
shall  be  consummated  for  the  regular  organization  of  your  body,  it  may  be 
deemed  my  duty  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  these  preliminaries  without 
a  moment's  delay.  I  trust,  however,  that  your  courtesy  will  be  extended 
to  me  by  permitting  the  expression  of  a  few  remarks  relative  to  the  cause 
and  object  which  have  brought  us  together. 

For  nine  years  past,  such  have  been  the  abuses  and  corruptions  in  the 
administration  of  the  General  Government,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  people, 
to  tolerate  them  any  longer,  without  an  early,  prompt,  and  vigorous  effort 
to  correct  them,  lAOuld  be  a  base  abandonment  of  their  duty.  I  will  not 
undertake  a  general  specification  of  the  wrongs  complained  of,  for  this,  ac- 
cording to  the  usage  in  assemblies  of  this  character,  might  be  considered  as 
intrenching  too  much  upon  the  duties  of  another.  But  I  would  ask  you  to 
bestow  a  moment's  reflection,  and  look  around  you  upon  the  country  for 
the  disastrous  effects  of  them.  Fidelity  in  the  public  service,  exalted  talents 
and  well  tried  patriotism,  have  been  proscribed,  because  that  proud  spirit 
which  is  the  rich  inheritance  of  our  countrymen,  would  not  yield  implicit 
obedience  to  arbitrary  power.  Base  caterers  for  the  vicious  appetites  of 
those  who  had  patronage  to  bestow,  have  been  elevated  to  office  and  placed 
in  the  ascendant,  whilst  honest  men  have  been  arrogantly  ordered  to  stand 
aside;  and  if  they  dared  to  complain,  have  been  slandered,  persecuted,  and 
oftentimes  ruined.  The  currency  of  your  country  is  deranged  every  where; 
your  Banks  have  been  compelled  to  stop   specie  payments;  private  enter- 


prize  is  crashed;  commerce  is  crippled;  nay  more,  it  is  almost  annihilated;^ 
a  gloom  like  the  pall  of  death  still  rests  upon  the  great  cities  of  the  east  and 
we^i;  ihe  nliirhied  faith  of  the  General  Government  to  the  States  has  been 
deliberately  violated,  and  if  we  turn  our  eyes  irom  the  civil  to  the  military 
department  of  the  Government,  we  find  in  tbe  latter  morlifymg  and  fit  asso- 
ciaiions  fur  ihe  misman^igemenl  and  misrule  of  tlie  foimer.  It  is  indeed  true^ 
that  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  this  naiion  have  been  going  down  together, 
thai  the  tendency  of  the  prominent  measures  of  this  Administration  is  ruin 
and  dishonor. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  the  belief  of   the  people  that  the  only  thorough  remedy 
for  these  evils,  is  to  be  found  in  removing  the  great  cause  of  them  from  the 
head  of  the  Government,  and  in  substituting  a  President  possessing  qualifi- 
cations  of  head  and  heart  to  stand  by  the  interests  and  honor  of  his  country. 
It  is  tlien   to  effect  this  great  object  that  the  people  have  been  impelled  to 
authorize  this  Convention,  and  now  in  the  majesty  of  their  power,  we  have 
assembled  to  participate  in  councils,  illustrating  their  views  and  conducing 
to  a  unity  of  action.  Eagaged,  gentlemen,  in  such  a  cause,  however  different 
our  respective  opinions  may  appear  at  first,  let  it  not  lead  us  into  unpleasant 
excitements,  but  as  we  are  of  the  same  political  family,  we  should  act  like 
brothers.     By  doing  this,  we  shall  afford  an  example  creditable  to  the  State 
and  worthy  of  the  cause,  and  give  an  assurance  auspicious  of  success.     The 
eyes  of  other  States  are  upon  us,  and  the  sooner  it  is  understood  the  better, 
that  Indiana  will  maintain  her  stand  under  the  Whig  Banner;  and  that  if  the 
great  batde  should  be  lost,  the  reproach  will  not  fall  upon  her  sons,  to  tarnish 
the  bright  escutcheon  of  her  fame. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson  of  Lawrence,  Douglass  Magfire  and 
Austin  W.  Morris  were  appointed  Secretaries,  pro  tcr,%. 

Upon  calling  the  roll  of  the  counties,  the  following  gentlemen  came  for- 
ward and  took  their  seats  as  Delegates,  viz: 

From  the  county  of  Mdams — William  Vance. 

From  the  county  of  JIUen — Samuel  Hanna,  D,  H.  Colerick,  L.  G. 
Thompson,  Samuel  Lewis,  W\  G.  Ewing,  Wm.  S.  Edsall. 

From  the  county  of  Boon — Joseph  E.  Hocker,  S.  S.  Strong,  John  S. 
Forsythe,  Joseph  F.  Dougherty,  Abner  Sanborn,  S.  S.  Brown,  C.  Burck- 
lialter. 

From  the  county  of  Bartholo'mew — Lewis  C.  Coppersmith. 
From  the  county  of  Clark — Benjamin  Ferguson. 

From  the  county  of  Clay — Samuel  Howe  Smydlh,  N.  G.  Cromwell, 
Matthew  Phipps,  Nelson  McManimee,  Samuel  Miles. 

From  the  county  of  Cass~S.  S.  Tipton,  J.  B.  Dillon,  J.  Vigus,  J.  B. 
Eldridge,  C.  Vigus. 

From  the  county  of  JD ec at ur— James  Blair,  James  Morgan,  Benjamin 
Hanway,  Peter  J,  Baitholomew. 

From  the  county  of  Fayette — William  Russell  and  Levi  Trowbridge. 
From  the  connty  of  Franklin — David  Mount,  C.  F.  Ciarkson,  T.  G.  R. 
Noel,  Rufus  Raymond. 

From  the  county  of  Fulton — William  Polke. 
From  the  county  of  Fountain — Thomas  J.  Fvans,  Jesse  Bowen. 
Fromthe  county  of  Grant — Murray  C.  Woodworth. 
From  the  county  of  Hamilton — William  Conner,  John  D.  Stephenson, 
B.  Cole,  Jacob  Robbins. 

From  the  county  of  Harrison^T).  G.  Mitchell,  John  Zenor,  George  F. 
B.Wilson, 


From  the  county  of  Hancock — John  Hare,  George  Henry,  Olho  Gapen, 
Thomas  G.  Rutter,  John  Hager,  Asa  Gooding,  Morris  Pearson,  James  B. 
Hart,  Daniel  C.  Pridtly,  Lewis  Becks. 

From  the  county  oj  Henry — Thomas  R.  Stanford,  David  Macy,  James 
Silver,  James  iMmer,  Noaii  W.  Miner,  Martin  W.  Morris,  Andrew  G. 
Small,  J.  T.  Elliott,  Ralph   Berkshire. 

From  the  county  of  Hendricks — Alexander  Little,  Alexander  McVay,  T. 
B.  Caywood,  William  T.  Matlock,  W.  J.  Ungles,  William  Naylor,  O. 
Richmond,  D.  VVortii,  James  McClure. 

From  the  county  of  Jennings — John  Vawter,  E.  F.  Pabody, 
From  the  cciimty  of  Jcickson — James  Fislar. 
From  the  county  of  Lawrence — M.  Helmer,  R.  W.  Thompson. 
From  the  county  of  Lagrange — Asa  Brown. 

F^om  the  county  of  Laportc — Joseph  Orr,  Thomas  Tyrrell,  Alexander 
McClure. 

From  the  county  of  Miami — William  N.  Hood. 

From  the    county   of  Marion — Noah   Noble,   John    Allison,    William 
Quarles,  John  L.  Mothershead,  Samuel  V.  B.   Noel,   William   Hannaman, 
Aaron    Gulliver,  Samuel  Cunningham,   A.  Rice  Phipps,  William   Sheets, 
James   Ferguson,  A.   W.  Russell,  Charles  J.    Hand,  James    P.  Hanna,  R. 
Hanna,  Samuel  Henderson,  Jeremiah  Johnson,  Thomas  B.  Johnson,  George 
Bruce,  Jacob  Smock,  John  Belles,   San.uel  S.  Seburn,  Nicholas  McCarty, 
Edward   Jones,    George   W.    Stipp,    Ira  Hollingsworth,    Obediah    Plarris, 
Noah  Wright,  Simon   Smock,  David  Bowers,  Joseph   Beeler,  John   Mars, 
David    Small,  Edward    Hall,   Edward    Heizcr,   Andrew  C.  Mann,   Joseph 
Wallace,  John   Rhoads,  Joseph  R.  Rhoads,  Hiram   Rhoads,  Douglass  Ma- 
guire,  Austin  W.  Morris,  William  H.  Harbert,  John  Woodfield,  Nehemiah 
Smith,   Thomas  Askren,  James  Nesbit,   John  Bruce,  Samuel  Heizer,  Wil- 
liam McVey,  Alexander    Felton,   John   H.  Newland,  Isaac  Pugh,  Henry 
Brewer,  Harris   Tyner,  Abraham   Hendricksj  Hardin  Dawson,  James  Tur- 
ner,  Thomas   Bryan,  Henry   Brenton,  David  J.  Grouse,  Robert  Brenton, 
Jameson  Hawkins,  J.  D.  Scott,  Samuel  Richardson,  Glidden  True. 

From  the  county  of  Montgomery— -iohw  D.  Strickland,  Henry  Ristinet 
John  Beard,  Henry  S.  Lane. 

From  the  county  of  3Iar shall — William  Polke. 
From  the  county  of  Morgan— Gx^ni  Stafford,  William  Gregory, 
From  the  county  of  Putnam — Daniel  Sigler,  J.  W.  Cunningham,  Israel 
G.  Lewis,  James  Montgomery. 

From  the  cowify  of  Ripley — David  R.  Shook. 

From  the  county  of  Rush — B.   F.  Reeve,  W.  W.  Williams,  Amaaiah 
Morgan,  W.  H.  Martin,  Ulyses  Cook. 

From  the  county  of  Randolph— 7i2ichd.nah  Puckett. 
From  the  county  of  St.  Joseph — Thomas  D.  Baird,  John  Henricks. 
From  the  county  of  Tippecanoe — James  Earle,  Thomas  Watson,  Jesse 
L.  Watson,  Samuel  Black,  Peleg  Babcock,  Samuel   Huff,   J,  B.  Johnson, 
John  D.  Smith,  Jared  Olds,  O.  L.  Clark. 

From  the  county  of  Vigo — Thomas  H.  Blake,  James  T.  Moffitt,  Thomas 
Dowling,  E.  M.  Huntington,  Septer  Patrick,  Samuel  B.  Gookins. 
From  the  county  of  IVabash — Hugh  Hanna,  Josiah  L.  Wines. 
From  the  county  of  Warren — James  Gregory,  Alvan  B.  Harris. 
From  the  county  of  Wayne — Abner  M.  Branbury,  Joseph  C.  Hawkins, 
Bichard  J.  Hubbard,  Nathan  Smith,  xlehilles  Williams,  Solomon  Meredithg 


A.  J.  Hawkins,  Thomas  Buchanan,  Daniel  Clark,  John  H.  Wright,  Benja- 
min Strawbridge,  Gabriel  Newby,  W.  A.  Rifuer,  James  Harris,  Caleb 
Lewis,  Joseph  Thornburgh,  Irvin  Reid. 

From  the  county  of  IV hit e — William  M.  Kenton. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hanna, 

ResolvecU  That  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  other  individu- 
als present  from   counties  not  represented,  be   requested  to   take   seats  as 
Delegates  from  their  respective  counties. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  Vawter, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  from  each  Congressional  District  be 
appointed  to  nominate  the  officers  of  the  Convention,  and  prescribe  the  order 
of  proceeding. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  Chair,  in  pursuance  of 
the  foregoing  resolution,  viz: 

First  District— Messrs.  Mitchell  and  McCrillis. 

Second  District — Messrs.  Thompson  of  L.  and  Huntington. 

T'hird  District — Messrs.  Vawter  and  Ferguson. 

Fourth  District — Messrs.  Williams  of  R.  and  Haymond. 

Fifth  District — Messrs.  Macey  and  Williams  of  Wayne. 

Sixth  District — Messrs.  Hand  and  Hager. 

Seventh  District — Messrs.  Evans  and  Baird  of  St.  Joseph. 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  inviting  members  and  others  present  from 
counties  not  represented  in  this  Convention,  to  take  seats  as  Delegates,  the 
following  gentlemen  appeared  and  took  their  seats: 

From  the  county  of  Jefferson — Joseph  G.  Marshall,  Milton  Stapp, 
Williamson  Dunn,  David  Hillis,  and  William  M.  Dunn. 

From  the  county  of  Laporte — Aaron  Stanton  and  Adam  G.  Polke. 

IVom  the  county  of  PFashington — Samuel  Huston  and  Levi  Wright, 

From  the  county  of  Switzerland — Henry  Monroe. 

From  the  county  of  Madison — Enoch  May. 

From  the  county  of  Knox — J.  P.  Cox. 

From  the  county  of  Orange—Samuel  Ch2Lmber8. 

From  the  county  of  Shelby — John  Walker. 

From  the  county  of  Porter — V.  Hammel. 

From  the  county  of  Pike — George  H.  Profiitt. 

From  the  county  of  Crawford — A.  McCrillis. 

FVom  the  county  of  Union — William  H.  Bennett. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  until  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  assembled. 

Mr.  Vawter,  from  the   committee  on  that  subject,  made  the  following 
report: 
Mr.  President, 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  to  recommend  the  officers, 
and  manner  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  Convention,  have  directed 
me  to  nominate  the  following  officers: 

For  President— THOMAS  H.  BLAKE. 

For  Vice  Presidents — Noah  Noble,  Amaziah  Morgan,  William 
PoLKE,  J,  C.  Hawkins,  Henry  Hurst,  John  Vawter  and  Henry  Ris- 

TINE. 

For  Secretaries — Austin  W.  Morris,  G.  P.  R.  Wilson  and  Douglass 
IIa9Uirb. 


And  that  in  all  votes  on  which  there  is  no  division,  each  member  of  thd 
Convention  shall  be  entitled  to  vote;  but  that  vi^hen  a  division  is  required, 
each  county  represented  shall  be  allowed  a  vote  for  each  senator  and  repre- 
sentative in  the  General  Assembly. 

Also,  that  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Indiana  govern  the 
action  of  this  Convention  during  its  session,  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable 
to  its  business; 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans, 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  present  who  are  opposed  to  the  present  admin- 
istration of  the  General  Government,  be  requested  to  take  seats  and  partici- 
pate in  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  'J'hompson,  of  Lawrence, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  from  each  Judicial  Circuit  of  the 
members  of  this  Convention,  be  appointed  to  report  an  address  to  the  People 
of  Indiana,  together  with  such  resolutions  as  are  expressive  of  the  sense  of 
this  Convention  in  relation  to  the  abuses  which  have  crept  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  national  affairs,  and  the  course  which  it  would  be  best  for  the 
Whigs  of  Indiana  to  pursue,  in  order  to  effect  a  union  with  the  great  Whig 
party  of  the  United  States,  in  the  next  contest  for  the  Presidency. 

Whereupon,   the    Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Thompson   of    L.,    Evans,. 
Beard  of  Montgomery,    Ferguson,    Shook,   Vawter,    Profhtt,    McCrillis, 
Sheets,   Naylor,  Williams  of   Wayne,  Morgan  of  Rush,  Dowling,  Tyrrell, 
Baird  of  St.  Joseph,  Colerick,  Dillon  and  Sigler,  said  committee. 
On  motion, 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  to- morrow  morning,  to  meet  at  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Meeting-house. 

Tuesday  Morning,  Jan.  23. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  this  morning,  and  took  their  seats  as 
Delegates  from  their  respective  counties,  to  wit: 

From  the  county  of  Clarke — William  G.  Armstrong  and  Henry  Hurst. 

From  the  county  of  Parke — William  T.  Noel. 

From  the  county  of  Owen — George  B.  Tingle. 

From  the  county  of  Wayne — Irwin  Reed. 

From  the  county  of  Johnson — John  S.  Thompson,  Benjamin  S.  Noble, 

From  the  county  of  Ripley — Stephen  Andrews,  Elias  Conwell. 

From  the  county  of  Jefferson — Joseph  Hendricks. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans, 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  opposed  to  the  present  administration  of  the 
General  Government  who  have  arrived  in  this  place  since  our  last  adjourn- 
ment be  invited  to  take  a  seat  and  join  in  the  deliberations  of  this  Conven- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Colerick, 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Jonathan  McCarty  be  invited  to  take  a  seat 
in  this  Convention  and  participate  in  its  deliberations. 

Mr.  Tpiompson  of  Lawrence,  from  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, reported  the  following  address  and  resolutions: 


Fellow-Citizens:     Never  has  the  poll  deal  condition  of  our  country,  at  any 
previous  period  of  it«  history,  rendered  it  more  essential,  than  does  its  present  con- 
dition, that  the  people  should  "do  their  own  thinking  as  well  as  voting."  From  the 
height  of  prosperity  we  have  been  plunged  into  adversity.     From  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  national  and  individual  wealth,  we  are  thrown  into  the  midst  of  national 
bankruptcy  and  individual  ruin.     The  public  burthens  are  increased.     The  facto- 
ries of  the  North  and  East  are  stopped.     The  planter  of  the  South  and  the  agri- 
culturalist of  the  West,  are  unrewarded  for  their  assiduous  and  untiring  industry. 
All  the  streams  of  Commerce  are  dammed  up.    Confidence  is  destroyed.     The  tide 
of  emigration  is  checked.     Devastation  and  ruin  are  staring  us  in  the  face.     All 
these  things  have  been  produced  in  the  midst  of  a  people  boasting  of  their  capability 
for  self-government;  and  yet  those  who  produced  them  are  still  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their   power  ;  still  kept  together  by  the  common  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged;  still  striking  blow  after  blovy^  at  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  and  still 
battling  against  tlie  institutions  of  our  fathers.     They  have  been  produced  too  by 
a  party  which  but  a  short  time  since  boasted  with  the  loudest  exultation  of  the 
elements  of  prosperity   which  they   had  scattered  through  the  land ;  a   party  in 
whose  warfare  every  weapon  has  been  levelled  against  our  common  interests — our 
common  Uberty,  and  our  common  welfare.     AVe  hav(;  heard  their  'promises  and 
given  them  a/air  and  B,full  trial.     Their  pledges  have  beed  forfeited  and  yoii,  have 
to  render  your  verdict  of  condemnation  or  approval.     It  is  alone  upon  the  people 
that  the  hopes  of  the  patriot  must  repose.     Though  their  rights  and  interests  may 
be  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  ungrateful  and  unwortliy  agents,  their  judgment 
is  yet  sound.     They  must  reflect  and  turn  upon  them.selves  tor  their  own  security 
and  protection.      Their  government  is  declared  independent  of  them,  and  unsym- 
pathysing  with  their  misfortunes.     It  is  divorced  from  them,  and  unconcerned  at 
their  calamities, — a  sort  of  machine  to  collect  money  from  the  people  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  pay  it  out  in  Treasury  drafts  and  warrants — an  independent  corpora- 
tion, wdiose  only  business  is  to  provide  salaries  for  its  dignitary   (JJice-holders.  \ 
They  must  awake  from  the  slumber  by  which,  for  eight  years  past,  they  have  been 
enervated,  and  rely  upon  their  own  energies.     In  this  alone  there  is  safety.     Con- 
tinued inaction  will  produce  the  final  wreck  of  freedom,  and  more  complete  desO'?' 
lation  and  despair  Vv^ill  be  extended  over  the  land. 

What  little  apprehension  had  w^e  of  these  things,  when  the  party  now  holding 
the  reins  of  this  government  first  commenced  their  impositions  upon  a  generous 
and  confiding  people?  With  ^'■refo7'm"  engraved  upon  their  banner,  they  promised 
to  exalt  the  national  character,  and  to  build  up  for  themselves  "a  fame  as  imper- 
ishable as  monumental  marble."  Scarcely  had  their  work  of  reformation  began, 
when  the  President  was  beset  with  hordes  of  hungry  expectants  who,  "seeing 
nothing  wrong  in  the  rule,  that  to  ike  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  flocked  around  him 
and  claimed  the  removal  of  every  incumbent,  upon  the  ))rinciple  of  ^''rotation  in 
office."  Then  commenced  that  Scylla-iike  proscription  for  opinion's  sake,  which 
has  brought  the  "patronage  of  the  government  in  direct  conflict  with  the  freedom 
of  elections,"  and  made  the  tenure  of  office  depend  upon  the  continued  devotion 
and  services  of  the  incumbent.  Wliat  a  blot  upon  the  page  of  our  after  history 
will  be  the  record  of  that  day  when  these  things  were  begun!  Our  children  will 
gaze  upon  it  with  astonishment,  and  wonder  at  the  tame  submissiveness  of  their 
fathers. 

At  the  time  to  which  we  have  referred,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  in 
1816,  received  its  charter  from  the  National  Government,  was  in  full  and  success- 
ful operation.  It  afiibrded  a  safe  depository  for  the  public  revenue,  and  was  a 
salutary  check  upon  the  issues  of  the  local  Banks.  We  were  then  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  healthy  and  active  trade,  sustained  by  a  circulation  of  about  ^60,000,000, 
which  was  afforded  by  something  over  300  banks,  scattered  over  the  entire  extent 
of  the  Union.  The  public  mind  was  pacified.  The  Treasury  of  the  Government 
was  full.     The  annual  payment  of  the  $10,000,000  of  the  public  debt,  required  by 


law,  was  easily  made.     The  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the  couDtry, 
"alike  dependent  upon  the  advancement  of  each  other,  were  in  a  healthful  and  pros- 
perous condition.     Labor  was  in  constant  demand,  and  industry  met  with  ample 
reward.     In  the  midst  of  this  general  prosperity  and  settled  condition  of  the  pub- 
lic mind,  we  were  startled  with  tlie  exclamation,  from  the  Executive  chair,  that 
*Ht-mvst  be  admitted  by  all,  that  it  (the  United  States  Bank)  has  failed  in  the  great 
end  of  establishing  a  unifoem  and  sound  currency,"  and  a  recommendation  from 
the  same  quarter,  for  the  establisliment  of  a  National  Bank  ^\founded  ujwn  the 
credit  of  the  Government  and  its  revenue.''''     This  was  th.e  signal  for  an  endless 
warfare  upon  the  currency  of  the  country,  upon  which  tlic  public  mind  should  be 
constantly  fixed, — for  the  cause  must  be  removed,  before  the  remedy  can  prove 
effective. 

No  sooner  had  the  war  upon  the  United  States  Bank  beg'un,  than  almost  a 
thousand  and  one  different  plans  were  proposed  as  substitutes  for  that  vvhich  had 
afforded  to  the  Government  so  many  advantages.  Among  these  an  Executive 
Bank  stood  prominent,  and  the  President,  in  liis  message  of  1830,  recommended 
one  of  that  character  He  said,  "it  is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a  bank 
with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a  branch  of  the  Treasury  Department.  The 
states  would  be  strengthened  by  having  in  their  hands  the  means  of  furnishing 
The  local  paper  currency  through  their  o'wn  banks." 

This  recommendation  of  the  President  presented  an  issue  to  the  people  for 
which  they  were  illy  prepared,  and  those  who  advised  with  the  Executive,  readily 
perceived,  that  it  couid  not  be  made  a  rallying  point  for  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration, and  an  immediate  shifting  of  ground  took  place; — that  was,  to  resolve 
upon  an  exclusive  metalic  currency.     This  measure  was  too  bold  to  be  immediately 
pressed,  and  was  necessarily  postponed  until  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  could 
be  finally  prostrated.     This  occurred  in  1832,  by  the   veto  of  the  President,  who 
during  the  same  year  made  the  discovery,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  the  nation, 
that  it  was  "?20  longer  a  safe  depository  of  the  money  of  the  people;^''  when,  within 
less  than  forty  days  before  that  assertion  was  made,  it  is  known  to  be  the  fact  that 
its  assets  and  means  were   $-79,593,870  97  and  its  total  liabilities,  as  shovv^n  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  only  $37,296,950  20 — leaving  a  surplus,  after  the 
payment  of  the  government  dues  and  its  entire  liabilities,  of  |^,42,296,929  77. 

Notwithstanding  the  public  deposites  w-ere  declared  by  Congress,  to  be  safe  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  because,  being  but  ^6,957,621  54,  tbey  were  but  a 
small  proportion  to  the  means  of  the  Bank,  they  were  removed  by  the  jr)Zm?i^  Secre- 
tary of  the  President,  and  deposited  in  the  local  or  State  Banks.     This  patronage 
oi  the  General  Government  towards  these  latter  Banks,  soon  caused  such  an  extent 
of  their  number  and  issues,  as  to  become  alarming.     The  fears  of  the  patriot  weie 
aroused,  but  he  was  met  with  the  assurance  from  "My  Secretary  of  the  Treasury''^ 
who  registered  the  edicts  of  ^Hhe  party,"  ihut  ^^ the  State  Banks  can,  I  have  no 
doubt,  furnish  a  general  circulating  mrdium,  quite  as  uniform  in  value  as  that 
which  has  been  afforded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.     Probably  more  so." 
"By  agreements  among  themselves  to  honor  each  other'' s  notes  and  drafts,  they 
are  providing  a  general  currency  at  least  as  sound  as  that  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  will  aSordfacihiies  to  commerce  and  in  the  husivess  of  domestic 
exchange,  quite  equal  to  any  which  this  community  heretofore  enjoyed." 

This  assurance  did  not,  however,  afford  a  very  lasting  consolation  to  the  friends 
of  the  administration,  for  it  soon  began  to  be  doubted  whether  the  State  Banks 
could  "furnish  a  general  circulating  medium."  This  doubt  w^as  first  expressed 
by  the  President,  and  it  was  found  necessary  upon  that  expression  to  occupy  still 
different  ground — a  metalic  currency.  Indeed,  there  was  no  other  resort.  It 
would  not  do  to  go  back  to  the  United  States  Bank: — that  was  a  most  hideous 
monster — a  demon  with  a  thousand  heads.  The  State  Banks  were  tottering,  and 
nothing  but  the  grand  ^^experimenV  was  left.  It  was  a  bold  stride — but  it  was 
taken.     The  President  in  his  message  of  1834,  said: 

"The  progress  of  our  Gold  coinage  is  creditable  to  the  officers  of  the  mint,  and 
promises  in  a  short  period  to  furnish  the  country  with  a  sound  and  portable  cur- 
rency, w^hich  will  much  diminish  the  inconvenience  to  travellers  of  a  general 
paper  currency,  should  the  State  Banks  be  incapable  of  furnishing  it." 


Mere  was  an  avowal  of  the  intention  of  the  adminisitration  which  was  well  iili-' 
derstood,  for,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Taney  had  declared,  that   the  State  Banks 
would  furnish  "a  general  currency  as  sound  as  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  it  had  been  conclusively  demonstrated,  at  a  previous  period  of  the  session^ 
that  they  v/ere  incapable  of  acting-  as  disbursing  agents  of  the  government.     They 
had  become  increased  (embracing  banks  that  had  no  deposites)  since  1830,  to  the 
number  of  506! — making  an  increase,  m  four  years,  of  1S6  banks!     These  186 
banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  .^200,005,944,  and  v/ith  ^;;75,666,986  of  de^ 
posites,  had  a  circulation  of  ^-94,8-39,570 — their  loans  and  discounts  amounting 
to  ^^324,119,499, — showing  an  increase,  u-ith  but  a  small  extension  of  capital, 
over  the  loan  and  discounts  of  1830,  of  $123,668,2821     This  condition  of  things^ 
it  was  foreseen,  could  not  last,  for  no  check  remained  to  curb  the  issues  of  the 
State  Banks.     The  United  States  Bank  was  winding  up  its  concerns,  and  could  no 
longer  regulate  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country.  It  had  been  shorn  of  its  strength  ^ 
and  lay  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive.     The  President  had  expressed  a 
doubt  as  to  the  capability  of  the  State  Banks  to  afford  ^^a  general  paper  currmcy^^ 
and  the  crisis  had  come  when  ^^the  party^''  was  com.pelled  to  resort  to  some  means, 
however  desperate,  to  avert  the  impending  storm, — not  from  the   country,  but 
themselves.     Every  newspaper  in    their  service,  from  one  end  of  the  Uuion  to 
the  other,  harped  upon  the  gold  and  silver  huvihag,  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for 
the  open  avowal  of  the  President  in  1835.     When  the  session  of  1835  arrived,  the 
President  struck  another  blow  at/u'5  powerless  enemy ^  the  U.  S.  Bank,  and  asserted 
that  the  State  Banks  had  supplied  "the  wants  of  the  community,  in  relation  to  ex- 
CJtAj\'GE  and  currency;  as  well  as  they  have  ever  been  before,"  and  added,  that 
**THE  CIRCULATING  ?-iEDiurj  HAD  EEEN  GREATLY  i:\iPR0VEDi"     In  the  same  message 
he  avows  that  "it  is  apparent  that  gold  and  silver  will  become  the  principal  circu» 
lating  medium."     The  President  having  thus  re-declared  in  favor  of  the  State 
Banks,  those  institutions  having  the  use  of  the  Deposites,  became,  at  once,  secure 
in  their  course,  and  again  began  a  most  rapid  increase  of  their  issues.     In  1835^ 
the  aggregate  capital  of  the  banks  in  the  United  States  had  sv/elled  to  ^;231,250r 
387— deposites  to   $83,081,365 — circulation  to  $103,692,495 — and    Loans  and 
Discounts  to  the  amount  of  ,^365,163,836! — thus  making  in  one  year,  an  increase 
of  circulation  of  $8,852,925,  and  loans  and  discounts  of  g41, 044,335.     This  con- 
dition of  affairs  afforded  n,fair  test  of  the  capability  of  the  State  Banks.     They  soon 
began  to  trade  like  an  improvident  dealer,  who,  '■^upon  horroiced  ca/3ztoZ,"  wrestles 
but  an  instant  wuth  adversity,  before  he  yields  a  desponding  victim  to  his  fate. 
They  continued  to  extend  their  issues  to  subserve  the  demands  made  by  speculators 
and  stock-jobbers,  and  the  demands  continued  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease of  public  deposites  in  the  vaults  of  the  Banks,  and  their  willingness  to  ac- 
commodate.    These  extended  issues  were  based  partly  upon  the  capital  stock  of 
the  banks  and  partly  upon  the  money  of  the  people.     The  Treasury  was  over- 
flowing and  the  government  could  discern  no  use  for  its  funds.     The  Distribution 
act  was  passed,  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  people  the  surplus  which  had  accumu- 
lated from  their  industry  and  labor.     This  act  was  pronounced  unconstitutional, 
but  Gen.  Jackson,  making  a  virtue  of  necessity,  gave  it  his  sanction: — he  dared 
not  with  all  his  boldness  of  spirit,  do  otherwise.     So  soon  as  the  Congress  which 
had  passed  it,  had  returned  to  the  people,  he  assumed  ^Hlie  responsibility,''''  of  issu- 
ing an  order  requiring  all  payments  for  ptublic  hnds  to  be  m.ade  in  specie,  but  per- 
mitted the  custo?ns  to  be  still  collected  as  before,  in  notes  of  specie  paying  banks^. 
This  order  was  not  only  not  sanctioned  by  the  law,  but  was  most  clearly  an  ex- 
press violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  even  as  Gen.  Jackson  '■^understood 
if;'' — for  he  declared  in  the  very  message  v/hich  informed  Congress  of  its  existence, 
that  "/2o  teraporary  inconvenience  can  justify  the  exercise  of  a  power  not  expressly 
delegated  by  that  instrument.^''     We  are  told  that  these  things  have  not  had  a  ten- 
dency to  derange  the  currency!     Let  the  candid  mind  judge.     Assuming  it,  how- 
ever, as  true,  that  over-trading  and  speculation  have  produced  the  present  crisis, 
how  was  that  over-trading  and  speculation  brought  about?     Had  the  United  States 
Bank  remained  a  check  upon  the  issues  of  the  State  Banks,  the  increase  of  loans 
and  discounts  could  not  have  been  so  great,  and  the  country  would  not  have  been 


bi'TBrwhelmed  with  the  issues  of  banks  not  known  one  hundred  miles  from  the  place' 

i)f  their  Jocation.     As  we  have  before  stated,  the  Banking  capital  in  the  United 

States,  in  1830,  durinsf  the  existence  of  the  United  States  Bank,  was  ^145,192,- 

268,  an  amount  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1836,  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it 

amounted  to  $251,875,292 — maldng  an  increase,  in  six  years,  of  $106,683,024. 

The  same  report  exhibited  an  increase  in  circulation,  during  the  same  period,  of 

^78,977,410,  of  deposites  of  ^59,544,512,  and  of  loans  and  discounts  of  $257,- 

054.866  !     What  produced  this  increase?     Every  candid  man  must  answer — the 

policy  of  the  Goxernmcnt.     What  has  been  its  results?     We  answer — the  ruin  of 

the  country. 

And  what  remedy  is  offered  to  the  people  by  those  who  have  the  power  in  their 
hands,  for  all  these  accumulating  difficulties?  A  sub-treasury  scheme! — a  scheme 
as  dangerous  in  practice  as  it  is  odious  in  principle; — a  scheme  revolutionary  and 
disorganizing  in  its  character ; — a  scheme  which  would  shut  out  the  gold  and  silver 
of  the  country  from  circulation; — a  scheme  which  would  cause  the  Office-holders  to 
be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  and  the  laborer  in  Treasu7'y  paper; — a  scheme  which  would 
unite  the  purse  wdth  the  sword,  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive; — a  scheme  which 
would  plunder  the  honest  poor,  to  make  the  rich  still  richer; — a  scheme  which 
would  result  in  tlie  consolidation  of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  and  the 
establishment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  this  free  confederacy; — a  scheme  that 
in  1834,  was  opposed  by  the  entire  original  Jackson  party?  and  is  now  only  sus- 
tained by  those  claiming  to  be  of  that  party. 

Fellow-citizens — we  warn  you  against  giving  countenance  to  this  scheme.     It 
is  a  relic  of  despotism,  wrested  from  those  countries  w^here  the  lights  of  freedom  , 

have  never  shown.     It  is  a  scheme  o? exclusive  favors,  and  can  never  accommodate  ^ 

the  masses  of  the  people.  It  would  put  an  end  to  all  competition  in  trade,  and 
erect  upon  the  ruins  of  the  small  capitalist,  the  palace  of  the  lordling.  It  would 
destroy  the  fundamental  principles  and  violate  the  essential  features  of  our  go- 
vernment. It  is  opposed  to  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people,  and  is  hostile? 
to  commercial  and  individual  rights.  It  would  fetter  the  energies  of  labor  and 
deprive  the  poor  man  of  the  means  of  support.  It  would  create  a  band  of  tax- 
gatherers  among  you,  who  would  feed  upon  the  substance  of  your  wealth,  as  the 
wolf  gluts  himself  upon  the  lamb.  It  would  make  you  the  slaves  of  government 
hirelings,  and  your  children  would  be  compelled  to  minister  to  their  wants.  It 
would  "enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Executive  to  the  danger  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws" — and,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jeiferson,  ''it  would  take  from  the  mouth  of 
iabor  the  bread  it  had  earned." 

We  warn  you  against  giving  countenance  to  this  scheme,  because  it  is  resorted 
to,  to  divert  your  attention  from  the  abuse  to  which  your  currency  has  been  sub- 
jected by  the  rude  touch  of  ignorance  and  folly.  It  is  but  another  of  that  series  of 
humbugs  which  have  been  played  off  too  successfully  before  you.  It  is  a  ruthless 
blow  at  civil  liberty. 

We  warn  you  against  giving  countenance  to  this  scheme,  because  it  strikes  & 
death  blow  at  that  system  of  credit  under  which  you  have  grown  up,  and  which  has 
enabled  the  flag  of  your  commerce  to  whiten  every  sea; — that  system  of  credit 
which  is  congenial  to  human  freedom  and  enabled  your  fathers  of  '76  to  sustain 
the  perils  of  the  revolution, — that  system  of  credit  which  was  transmitted  to  us 
as  a  legacy  for  all,  and  which  confers  exclusive  benefits  upon  none; — that  systeni 
of  credit  which  enables  the  farmer  to  obtain  and  improve  his  lands,  and  to  rea:lize 
the  products  of  his  industry;— that  system  of  credit  which  is  interwoven  with  the 
entire  fabric  of  our  civil  institutions;  and  which  was  created  by  the  people  for  ^ 
their  own  benefit.  We  warn  you  against  it,  because  when  it  destroys  this  system, 
it  strikes  a  death  blow  at  your  freedom,  and  leaves  your  dearest  interests  a  per- 
fect wreck.  ■  i,  u  a 
To  carry  out  this  object,  so  necessary  to  the  perpetuation  of  power  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  now  possess  it,  a  war  of  total  extermination  is  commenced  against  all 
the  best  interests  of  the  country.  You  are  charged  with  being  corrupt,  and  having 
sold  your  birth-right  to  bank-officers  for  hire  and  reward.  The  charters  of  your 
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institutions  are  to  be  wrested  from  you  under  pretence  of  reform.  Public  corpora- 
tions and  private  citizens  are  to  be  despoiled  of  their  rights,  and  your  banks  are  to 
M  regulated  by  chopping  off  their  arms  and  legs,  and  then  be  permitted  to  run, 
if  they  can.  Every  thing  is  to  be  humbled  to  the  dogmas  of  this  new-fangled 
creed,  and  the  watch  cry  isto  be  monopoly!  monopoly! !  This  is  to  be  rung  through 
the  lalid,  and  the  torch  of  Loco  Focoism,  spreading  desolation  and  ruin  around,  is 
to  blaze  in  the  midst  of  you.  The  wisdom  of  your  parent  sages  is  to  be  set  at 
naught,  and  all  the  baser  passions  of  the  human  heart  summoned  to  the  conflict. 
The  old  doctrines  of  Democracy  are  to  be  violated,  and  new  notions  of  government 
are  to  electrify  the  land.  The  vital  principles  of  your  government  are  to  be 
abandoned,  and  the  seeds  of  despotism  and  tyranny  sown  from  one  end  of  this 
confederacy  to  the  other. 

Fellow-citizens: — these  things  will  be  unless  you  are  aroused.     The  crisis  calls 
loudly  on  you.     Your  liberties  are  in  danger.     Already  have  you  seen  the  offices 
of  the  country  openly  distributed  among  partizan  gladiators.     Already  have  you 
seen  pampered  recipients  of  power,  secure  in  the  temporary  possession  of  a  "little 
brief  authority,"  hurling  their  anathemas  at  you,  and  charging  you  with  being 
federalists  of  the  blue-light  Hartford  Convention  stamp.     What!  the  great  body 
o?XhQ^QO\)\Q,  federalists!     The  Whigs  o^  lndia.nai.  federalists!!     And  who  is  it 
that  utters  forth  these  condemning  epithets,  as  if  they  were  spoken  '%  authority^ 
"Let  those  who  live  in  glass-houses  never  throw  stones!"     It  is  this  party  against 
which  the  Whigs  of  the  Union  have  been  so  long  and  gallantly  battling.     They 
have  struggled  hard,  and  are  still  struggling  to  keep  their  places,  and  to  effect  it, 
Rave  brought  the  patronage  of  office  into  "direct  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions."    They  have  bestowed  the  highest  honors  of  the  nation  upon  unscrupulous 
partizans.     They  have  opposed  the  will  of  the  people,  as  expressed  by  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  closed  their  ears  to  public  remonstrance  and  appeal.     They  have 
wielded  the  legislative  power  of  the  National  Government  in  de-fiance  of  public 
opinion,  and  in  opposition  to  public  good.     They  ha\e  subverted  the  Constitudon 
of  the  country  to  an  instrument  for  rendering  the  people  dependant  upon  the  will  of 
one  man.     They  have  brought  about  a  "revolution,  hitherto  bloodless,  but  rapidly 
tending  towards  a  perfect  change  in  the  pure  Republican  character  of  the  govern- 
ment."    They  have  violated  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Constitution  which  your 
fathers  gave  you,  and  they  now  look  around  upon  the  desolation  they  have  created, 
as  "Nero  fiddled  when  Rome  was  burning." 

Fellow-citizens: — It  is  for  you,  the  people  of  the  country,  to  say  whether  these 
things  shall  continue — whether  those  who  are  impelled  by  the  most  sordid  consid- 
erations shall  longer  continue  to  lacerate  our  institutions  with  the  weapons  of 
such  ruthless  warfare.  Our  country  has,  indeed,  arrived  at  a  most  important 
crisis,  and  the  people  alone  have  power  to  stay  the  storm  which  battles  against  its 
freedom,  and  rescue  it  from  destruction.  Our  government  may  "look  well  in  the 
face  but  it  is  sick  at  heart,"  and  requires  the  medicine  of  popular  opinion  to  purge 
it  of  the  infection  which  preys  upon  its  vitality. 

To  you,  then,  we  say  arise!  and  come  to  the  rescue  of  constitutional  freedom. 
Your  Liberty  was  purchased  at  a  price  dearer  than  the  ransom  of  ten  thousand 
Tyrants;  it  cost  the  purest  blood  that  ever  stained  a  battle-field.  And  will  you 
consent  that  it  shall  be  wrested  from  you  by  paracidal  hands'?  Will  you  not  exer- 
cise that  "eternal  vigilance"  which  alone  can  perpetuate  and  preserve  it.  You 
have  been  abused,  vilified,  and  cursed,  because  you  dared  to  be  free  as  your 
fathers  were.  The  darts  of  party  vengeance  have  been  hurled  at  you,  because  you 
would  not  tamely  submit  to  Tyrant  dictation  and  dominion.  We  call  on  you, 
then,  to  arise!  and  oppose  the  advancing  footsteps  of  power,  or  all  the  privileges 
of  your  free  institutions  will  be  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  those  who  minister 
to  ^'•corruption'' s  trade,''^  and  your  freedom  will  be  gone  forever. 

Fellow  citizens — not  two  years  have  passed  since  you  came  up  to  the  good  work, 
as  your  fathers  did  when  they  opposed  the  advancing  cohorts  of  England.  Your 
vote  at  the  last  Presidential  election  gave  ample  earnest  of  your  devotion  to  con- 
stitutional freedom,  and  assured  the  world  that  it  was  safe  in  your  hands.  Again, 
you  have  called  upon  your  elder  sisters,  and  the  "voice  from  the  wilderness"  has 
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l>een  heard,  and  has  met  a  hearty  response  in  the  bosoms  of  thousands  who  were 
indulo-ingf  in  a  listless  apathy.  The  storm  of  public  indignation  has  been  aroused 
from  one  end  of  the  Confederation  to  the  other,  and  the  strong  holds  of  your 
adversaries  are  giving  way.  But  the  battle  is  not  yet  ended.  The  conflict  la 
still  raging.  You  must  not  rest  upon  your  arms,  nor  sleep  upon  your  posts. 
Once  more,  brace  your  nerves  to  the  charge,  and  your  freedom  is  secure. 

Your  presidential  election  is  nearly  three  years  off,  but  as  the  faithful  sentinel 
guards  the  outposts  of  the  silent  camp,  so  should  you  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  that  you  may  resist  his  onset  when  the  battle  is  hottest.     It  is  not  unwise 
to  look  forward  to  the  time  when  it  shall  arrive,  with  an  eye  steadily  fixed  upon 
-those  principles,  around  which  the  Whigs  of  the  country  have  so  long  rallied,  and 
determine  upon  the  course  necessary  to  carry  out  and  perpetuate  those  principles. 
This  must  be  done  by  uniting  upon  some  one  of  those  distinguished  statesmen  who 
have  stood  firm  in  their  support,  amid  all  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  during  the 
past  ten  years.     Among  that  distinguished  phalanx,  there  are  none  towards  whom 
the  eyes  of  the  West  are  more  devotedly  directed  than  William  Henry  Harri- 
son of  Ohio,  and  Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky; — the  first,  one  of  Indiana's  oldest  and 
most  devoted  children ; — hoth  the  common  property  of  the  whole  Union.     With 
the  name  of  either  of  these  distinguished  men,  engraven  upon  our  banner,  victory 
will  be  complete.     Concert  and  union  in  the  great  Whig  party  of  the  U.  States, 
is  all  that  is  wanting  to  secure  success.     Let  us  pledge  ourselves  to  our  eldej^-^ 
sisters,  that  Indiana  will  not  falter  in  the  race,  and  although  she  cannot  now;  hesi-. 
tate  as  to  her  choice,  her  struggle  shall  be  for  principle  and  principle  only. 
Towards  William  Henry  Harrison  she  looks  with  the  devotion  of  a  mother.     He 
fought  her  battles,  and  guided  her  councils.     He  directed  her  helm  of  state  when 
she  was  yet  an  infant,  and  established  those  institutions  which  now  honor  her  in 
maturity.     For  Henry  Clay  she  has  the  fondest  devotion.     As  a  patriot  and  phi- 
lanthropist he  is  unsurpassed ;  as  a  statesman,  without  an  equal.     He  has  stood 
upon  the  battlements  of  the  Constitution,  and  warded  off  the  blows  of  tyranny 
with  a  giant's  strength. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  crisis  calls  loudly  on  the  Whigs  of  the  United: 
States  to  stand  firm  to  those  principles  under  which  they  have  so  long  rallied, 
and  to  maintain  the  most  uncompromising  hostility  to  the  destructive  doc- 
trines of  those  who  now  fill  by  national  patronage  the  offices  of  the  country. 
Resolved,  That  in  the  language  of  George  Washington,  "the  welfare  of 
our  country  is  the  great  object  to  which  our  cares  and  efforts  ought  to  be 
directed,"  and  that  we  will  continue  to  resist  those  infractions  upon  the 
Constitution,  which,  within  the  last  eight  years,  have  been  directed  against 
that  sacred  instrument. 

Resolved,  That  unless  the  usurpations  of  those  in  whose  hands  are  now 
confided  the  destinies  of  the  American  people,  are  checked  by  the  strong 
arm  of  popular  opinion,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  our  country  will  be 
enveloped  in  the  deep  shades  of  political  darkness,  and  the  fires  which  our 
fathers  kindled  upon  freedom's  altar  will  have  gone  out. 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  those  who  have  thrown  our  country  into  its 
present  deeply  afflicting  condition,  with  all  the  best  interests  of  the  people 
in  danger,  and  their  commerce  and  business  prostrated,  evinces  a  manifest 
hostility  to  the  essential  principles  upon  which  our  government  was  based, 
and  is  at  war  with  our  best  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  infractions  of  the  present  chief  magistrate  upon  the 
institutions  of  our  country,  are  but  efforts  to  unite  in  his  own  hands  the 
purse  and  the  sword,  with  which  to  battle  more  successfully  against  human 
liberty  and  human  happiness. 

Resolved,  That  the  project  of  Martin  Van  Buren  to  divorce  the  govern- 
ment from  the  banks,  is  but  an  effort  to  divert  public  attention  from  the 
enormities  of  an  administration  which   is  seeking  a  consolidation  ot   aU 
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power  in  its  own  hands,  an  abuse  of  the  people's  rights,  and  a  subversion  of 
the  people's  freedom. 

Resolved,  That  we  saw  with  regret  the  allusion  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  in 
his  message  to  Congress,  to  the  elections  of  the  several  states;  and  while 
we  were  willing  to  look  with  compassion  upon  the  goadings  of  disappointed 
ambition,  could  not  refrain  from  feeling  a  deep  indignity  at  the  degradation 
to  which  he  has  dragged  the  high  office  confided  to  him  by  a  people  whom 
he  has  insulted  and  abused. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  present  President  of  the  United  States 
has  declared  that  the  people  ''expect  too  much  from  the  fostering  care  of 
government,''''  it  is  high  time  to  relieve  the  country  of  a  set  of  leeches  who 
are  sucking  the  life-blood  from  the  treasury,  and  thus  laughing  at  their 
calamities. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  looked  in  vain  for  the  "gold  and  silver,"  which 
was  to  "flow  up  the  Mississippi,"  artd  "peep  through  the  interstices  of  the 
farmers'  purses,"  and  cannot  regard  the  issuing  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  in 
treasury  notes  without  the  severest  condemnation. 

Resolved,  That  the  time  has  arrived,  when  we  should  merge  all  personal 
considerations  in  our  desire  to  promote  the  public  good,  and  look  alone  to 
the  safety  of  our  institutions,  and  the  rescue  of  our  country  from  the  deep, 
degradation  which  threatens  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  coming  contest  for  the  presidency  is  a  contest  for 
principle,  in  which  all  minor  considerations  should  be  merged  in  an  anxiety 
for  the  public  good,  and  that  we  call  upon  those  who  have  heretofore  differed 
with  us  but  slightly  upon  the  great  measures  of  public  policy,  to  unite  with 
us  in  the  rescue  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  from  the  grasp  of  misrule. 

Resolved,  That  the  Whigs  of  Indiana  recognize  the  policy  of  a  single 
term,  in  the  presidential  office,  as  one  of  the  surest  and  most  salutary  checks 
on  the  abuse  of  Executive  patronage,  as  dictated  by  the  lessons  taught  by 
the  past  history  of  this  country;  and  as  tending  lo  establish  more  firmly  the 
aims  and  ends  of  pure  representative  government ;  and  that  we  unhesi- 
tatingly express  our  opinion  in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution 
rendering  a  President  ineligible  to  a  re-election. 

Resolved,  That  we  deprecate  the  idea  of  the  election  of  a  President  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  election  by 
the  people,  we  approve  of  the  policy  of  holding  a  National  Convention,  in 
order  to  effect  a  union  of  the  great  Whig  party  throughout  the  U.  States. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  William  Henry  Harri- 
son of  Ohio,  is  the  choice  of  the  people  of  Indiana  for  the  next  presidency — 
that  they  have  unabated  confidence  in  his  honesty,  capacity,  and  political  in- 
tegrity; in  his  continued  devotion  to  republican  principles;  and  that  we  pledge 
to  the  friends  of  Political  Reform  throughout  the  Union,  our  best  exertions  to 
place  him  in  the  Presidential  Chair,  should  he  be  the  chosen  candidate  of 
the  Whigs. 

Resolved,  That  viewing  the  past  conduct  of  Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
and  the  personal  and  political  sacrifices  he  has  made  in  behalf  of  the  Liberty 
and  Union  of  these  States,  we  still  look  to  him  as  the  patriot  statesman  on 
whom  the  country  can  ever  rely  m  the  hour  of  peril  and  misfortune ;  and 
that,  should  he  be  the  choice  of  a  National  Convention,  we  pledge  to  him 
the  support  of  the  Whigs  of  Indiana. 

Resolved,  That  such  Delegates  as  may  be  appointed  by  this  Convention. 
ip  the  National  Assembly  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  instructed  to.  be 
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governed  in  accordance  with  the  above  resohitions,  in  the  order  in  which' 
they  stand. 

Resolved,  That  eighteen  Delegates  be  selected  to  represent  the  sense  of 
this  Convention  in  the  National  Convention  of  the  States,  two  of  whom 
shall  be  selected  from  each  Judicial  Circuit,  either  one  or  both  of  whom 
may  serve  as  such  delegates. 

Mr.  Huntingdon  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  resolution  from  the  re- 
solving clause,  and  insert  the  following: 

"That  when  this  Convention  adjourns,  it   will   adjourn  to  meet  at  this 
place  on  the  fir?t  Monday  in  June  next." 
Which  was  not  adopted. 

Oi\  motion  of  Mr,  MACuiRE, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the  Trustees 
and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  their  polite  proffer  of 
their  large  and  commodious  Church  for  th'^.  use  of  this  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  (Gov.  Noble  1st  Vice  President  being  in  the 
chair,) 

Resolved,    That   the  thanks  of  this    Convention    be   tendered    to    Col. 
Thomas  H.  Blake,  for  the  able  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  has  pre- 
sided over  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention. 
On  motion  of  Mr..  Morgan  of  Rush, 

Resolved,  That  in  adhering  to  the  resolutions  and  other  acts  of  this  Con- 
vention, we  do  not  intend  to  charge  the  great  body  of  those  who  differ  from 
us  in  sentiment  on  political  economy  with  corruption  or  selfish  views^  but 
on  the  contrary  we  view  them  as  brethren  of  the  same  family,  honestly 
differing  with  us  in  opinion,  and  we  offer  to  the  conservators  and  honest 
democrats  the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

The  Delegates  from  the  respective  Judicial  Circuits  who  had  been  in-^ 
structed  to  nominate  to  the  Convention  two  individuals  from  each  Judicial 
Circuit,  to  represent  Indiana  in  the  National  Convention,  now  reporteda 
through  their  respective  Chairmen,  the  following  nominations,  viz: 

From  the  1st  Circuit — James  Blair  and  Thomas  J.  Evans. 

From  the  2d  Circuit' — Henry  Hurst  and  Richard  W.  Thompson. 

From  the  3d  Circuit — John  Vawter  and  C.  P.  Clarkson. 

From  the  4th  Circuit — John  A.  Graham  and  George  H.  Proffit. 

From  the  5th  Circuit — Noah  Noble  and  Douglass  Maguire. 

From  the  6th  Circuit — James  Perry  and  James  R.  Mendenhall, 

From,  the  1th  Circuit — Elisha  M.  Huntington  and  John  Ewing. 

From  the  8th  Circuit — -Samuel  Hanna  and  Jordon  Vigus. 

From  the  9th  Circuit — Thomas  D.  Baird  and  Jacob  Bigelow. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented  this  morning  by  Governor  Noble; 
and  laid  on  the  table,  were  now  taken  up,  and,  after  an  able  speech  from 
the  mover  in  support  of  them,  they  were  unanimously  adopted,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  impolitic  in  a  republican  government  to  test  the  in- 
tegrity of  its  officers  by  tempting  them  with  the  use  of  the  public  money, 
and  that  the  recommendation  of  Martin  Van  Buren  to  leave  the  revenue  of 
the  nation  in  possession  of  his  officers  for  safe  keeping,  is  a  subject  of  just 
alarm,  and  should  be  spurned  by  every  patriot. 

Resolved,  That  the  privilege  now  claimed  by  President  Van  Buren  and 
his  officers,  of  exacting  specie  of  the  people  to  pay  their  own  salaries  with, 
is  unusual,  oppressive,  and  immodest;  that  a  large  majority  of  the  farmers  of 
Indiana  procured  their  lands  with  Bank  paper,  and  but  for  it  would  not  have 
been  landholders;  that  as   the  United  States  are  not  in  possession  of  silver 
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Mid  gold  mines,  from  which  to  supply  the  people  with  specie,  and  are 
therefore  dependant  on  foreign  countries  for  a  supply  of  the  precious  metals, 
this  Convention  is  of  opinion  that  without  good  convertible  paper  to  sustain 
the  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  those 
great  interests  could  not  prosper. 

Resolved,  That  whilst  this  Convention  would  approve  of  a  reduction  in 
the  price  of  lands,  we  believe  that  the  promises  held  out  by  the  party  in 
power  at  the  eve  of  the  two  late  presidential  elections,  were  made  to  cajole 
and  deceive  tlie  people  of  the  new  States — that  this  Convention  perceives 
with  surprise,  that  our  rulers  have  during  the  same  period  of  eight  years, 
purchased  lands  of  the  Indians  to  the  amount  of  $38,000,000  dollars,  at  more 
than  three  dollars  per  acre,  which  precludes  the  hope  of  reduction;  and 
therefore  knowing  this,  we  view  the  late  renewal  of  that  promise  as  being 
insincere  and  unworthy  of  a  great  mind. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
entries  upon  the  books  of  the  Custom  Houses,  we  have  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  fact,  that  all  the  gold  in  the  United  States,  if  taken  from  those  w^ho 
hold  it  and  divided  among  oar  people,  would  not  give  to  each  inhabitant  of 
the  United  States,  more  than  one  dollar  and  sixty  cents;  and  for  these  rea- 
sons we  view  the  attempts  of  the  government  officers  and  others,  to  impose 
on  the  people  by  exhibiting  purses  of  gold  coin,  and  promising  them  a  gold 
currency,  as  an  unworthy  artifice  to  abuse  their  confidence. 

Resolved,  That  the  promises  made  to  the  country  the  last  eight  years, 
that  the  public  money  should  be  faithfully  accounted  for,  have  not  been 
realized ;  that  in  the  face  of  these  promises,  this  Convention  has  the  most 
;Satisfactory  evidence  of  the  fact  that  very  large  sums  have  been  employed 
by  the  government  officers  of  this  State  in  private  speculation. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  recommendation  and  the  ultimate  success  of  his 
•effort  to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue,  depriving 
this  State  of  the  use  of  $285,000  which  had  been  appropriated  by  the  Legis- 
lature, the  President  of  the  United  States  has  violated  his  promise  to  carry 
out  the  measures  of  his  "illustrious  predecessor,"  General  Jackson. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  view  the  effort  of  the  Van  Buren  party  to 
burden  the  country  with  the  expenses  of  a  large  standing  army,  as  a  departure 
from  the  long  cherished  policy  of  the  Jeffersonian  school ;  that  it  is  a  devia- 
tion from  the  pledges  made  by  President  Jackson  in  his  first  Inaugural  Ad- 
dress, and  from  his  opinions  and  recommendations  subsequently  made  to 
Congress — that  we  eoncur  in  the  oft  repeated  opinions  of  President  Jackson, 
that  standing  armies  are  alike  dangerous  and  expensive  to  a  free  people, 
and  that  this  nation  can  safely  rely  upon  the  militia  to  meet  every  emergency, 
-and  to  protect  its  liberties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire, 
Resolved,  That  although  we  differ  somewhat  in  our  personal  preferences, 
we  pledge  ourselves,  one  and  all,  to  unite  in  opposition  to  the  re-election  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren;  and  that  we  regard  the  success  of  the  Whig  cause  as  para- 
mount to  the  gratification  of  personaL feeling. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Haymond, 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  twelve  members,  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  this  Convention,  to  be  denominated  the  Central  Com- 
mittee, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  occur  in  tlie 
Delegation  of  the  National  Convention,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as 
way  be  required  of  them  by-this  Convention. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarkson, 
Resolved,  That  a  Corresponding  Committee,  consisting  of  one  in  each 
county,  be  appointed  by  the  Central  Committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
correspond  with  each  other,  and  communicate  any    information  necessary 
for  the  promotion  of  the  principles  of  the  Whig  party. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson  of  Allen, 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  respectfully  tendered  to 
the  patriotic  citizens  of  Indianapolis  for  their  cordial  reception  of,  and  kind 
attention  to,  the  Delegates  assembled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson  of  Lawrence, 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives   for  their  politeness  in  permitting  us 
to  occupy  their  Hall  during  the  progress  of  our  deliberations. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington, 
Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.  would  be  a  convenient  point  for  the  Convention  of  the  several  States  to 
make  a  nomination  of  a  Whig  candidate  for  the  Presidency;  that  the  second 
Monday  in  June  next,  would  be  an  appropriate  period  for  the  assembling  of 
such  Convention,  and  that  the   time  and  place  above  mentioned  be  recom- 
mended to  the  consideration  of  the  several  States  for  such  purposes. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Proffit, 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to   the  Vice 
Presidents  and  Secretaries  of  this   Convention,  for  the  satisfactory  manner 
in  which  they  have  discharged  their  respective  duties. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Slate  Central  Committee  by 
the  President,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  previously  adopted,  viz: 

Richaid  W.  Thompson,  Elisha  M.  Huntington,  Douglass  Maguire, 
Austin  W.  Morris,  William  Sheets,  John  H.  Sanders,  Nicholas  McCarty, 
Joseph  M.  Moore,  Amaziah  Morgan,  John  B.  Dillon,  Daniel  Sigler,  and 
Joseph  G.  Marshall. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard, 
Resolved,  That  the  Editors  of  Whig  papers  throughout  the  State,  be  re- 
quested to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

A  resolution  was  offered  for  an  adjournment  of  the  Convention; 
Whereupon  the  President,  Col.  Blake,  rose  and  delivered  the  following 
valedictory  address: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention: 

I  rise  to  notice  in  the  first  place,  \he  compliment  you  have  been  pleased- 
to  bestow  upon  my  humble  services  in  the  chair.  I  regret  that  they  have 
not  been  rendered  more  to  my  own  satisfaction,  and  in  a  manner  more  suita- 
ble to  the  dignity  and  worth  of. this  distinguished  assembly.  You  will 
please  in  return,  accept  my  acknowledgments  of  deep  and  abiding  gratitude. 

Gentlemen:  This  Convention  is  now  about  to  be  dissolved.  The  die  is 
cast.  The  subjects  proper  for  our  consideration  have  been  fully  presented, 
our  opinions  compared,  our  views  matured,  and  our  resolves  taken.  But  it 
is  not  m  adopting  resolutions,  however  pointed  and  expressive  they  may  be^ 
or  an  address  to  the  People  soul-stirring  as  it  certainly  is,  that  we  have  done 
all  that  is  required  of  us.  Our  duties  have  but  commenced.  We  must  gird 
up  for  action — we  must  away  to  the  hills  and  valleys — to  the  forests  and 
prairies — and  seek  our  countrymen  where  we  may  find  them,  in  their  halls, 
in  their  hamlets,  their  fields,  their  villages,  and  whenever  and  wherever  we 
can  inculcate  our  views  and  principles,  and  invoke  them  to  our  aid,  to  restore 
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good  government  and  redress  the  violated  majesty  of  the  constitiHio/i* 
Tell  them,  if  you  please,  of  the  scenes  of  this  Convention — of  the  freed^n 
of  debate — the  zeal  manifested — the  diversity  of  views  expressed — al!^ 
tending  to  the  same  object  finally  attained  with  the  sanction  of  a  unanimous 
suffrage.  We  came  not  here  to  register  the  orders  of  a  party  conclave,  to 
carry  out  the  intrigues  of  mercenary  expectants,  simply  to  say  aye  as  our 
names  are  called  — but  with  the  frankness  and  noble  bearing  of  those  we  re- 
present, to  express  our  opinions  upon  misrule,  tyranny  and  corruption,  and 
determine  upon  the  best  means  to  satisfy  a  much  injured  and  indignant, 
country.  Remember,  too,  that  in  the  coming  contest,  no  friend  of  ours,  no 
lover  of  Whig  principles,  must  imagine  his  support  inefficient  or  unnecessa- 
ry; the  drooping  genius  of  our  free  institutions  calls  loudly  for  aid — thel 
word  is.  to  the  onset,  and  it  is  expected  that  every  man  will  do  his  duty. 

Gentlemen:  Permit  me  to  add,  that  in  the  discussions  which  will  occur 
in  the  course  of  this  great  conflict,  when  speaking  of  the  claims  of  the  hero 
of  Tippecanoe,  and  his  friend  of  Kentucky — the  eloquent  defender  of  the 
rights  of  mankind — you  will  not  suffer  yourselves  to  be  provoked  to  speak 
of  either  to  the  disparagement  of  the  other.  They  should  continue  to  oc- 
cupy an  equal  place  in  your  affections.  It  was  only  to  give  a  proper  sup- 
port to  our  principles  that  a  choice  was  deemed  indispensable,  and  let  us 
honorably  redeem  the  pledge  this  day  given  to  the  illustrious  Harrison, 
without  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  detracting  from  the  unrivalled  claims  of 
Henry  Clay. 

To  such  of  you,  gentlemen,  as  are  about  to  return  to  your  families  and 
firesides,  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  tender  you  a  respectful  and  affec- 
tionate farewell.  You  left  the  endearing  scenes  of  home  at  an  inclement 
season,  to  repair  to  the  post  of  duty  here.  You  left  them  with  an  approving 
conscience,  and  may  well  hope  that  a  kind  Providence  has  smiled  on  theni 
during  your  absence.  To  all  of  you,  I  offer  my  congratulations  on  the; 
auspicious  progress  and  termination  of  our  labors,  and  may  God  prospet. 
you  in  private  life,  and  in  your  efforts  for  our  good  and  glorious  cause. 
This  Convention  is  now  dissolved. 

THOMAS  H.  BLAKE,  President.        ^ 
Noah  Noble, 
Amaziah  Morgan, 

William  Polke,  7 

J.C.Hawkins,       y  Vice  President  s^^ 
Henry  Hurst, 
John  Vawter, 
Henry  Ristine, 
Austin  W.  Morris,      1 
George  P.  P.  Wilson,  >  Secretaries. 
Douglass  Maguire,     J 


